
36  Air Line Pilot September 2013

OurStories
Braniff Pilot Refuses to Take 
Retirement Sitting Down
By John Perkinson 
Staff Writer

Editor’s note: Do you know 
a pilot we should highlight in 
“Our Stories”? Please contact 
us at Magazine@alpa.org.
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You could say that Or-
ville Rogers is running 
for his life. While on a 

layover in Chicago, the then 
Braniff captain read the Dr. 
Kenneth Cooper best-seller 
Aerobics, which promotes 
exercise to improve health 
and well-being. Rogers im-
mediately caught the running 
bug and never looked back. 
Forty-five years later, he is 
still pounding the pavement 
and, these days, setting world 
records for his age group and 
competing in track meets 
across the country. 

“That’s the beauty of it,” 
said Rogers. “You see, I turned 
95 last November, so all of 
these records are out there 
like ripe fruit for the picking. 

“Earlier this year, I partici-
pated in the National Masters 
Indoor Championship in 
Landover, Md.,” Rogers said. 
In the course of three days, 
he ran in six events: the 400 
meters (2:24.51); the 3,000 
meters (30:19.33); the 60 
meters (14.82); the 1,600 
meters (14:39.91); the 200 
meters (57.88); and the 800 
meters (6:53.84), setting new 
world records for his age 
group in each.

The retired pilot noted 
that he currently holds a 
total of nine world records. In 
addition, he has logged nearly 
40,000 miles of roadwork in 
nearly five decades, easily 

passing the paltry 38,000 
hours he logged flying for 
airlines and the military. 

However, running the good 
race hasn’t always been easy 
for this nonagenarian. He 
survived a sextuplet bypass 
operation nearly two decades 
ago and suffered a stroke in 
2011. His left foot, hand, and 
hip were initially paralyzed; 
but the feeling in these areas 
soon returned, and with 
recuperation and an aggres-
sive rehab regimen, he was 
back on track. 

Cooper, Rogers’ inspira-
tion and long-time friend, 
provided some perspective. 
“So many people don’t wear 
out, they rust out. He’s prov-
ing the contrary—if you keep 
exercising, you can achieve 
phenomenal records.” 

getting some air
Rogers flew for Braniff from 
1946 to 1977. Based in Dallas, 
Tex., Braniff International 
Airways was a profitable and 
expanding airline (with ALPA-
represented pilots) for many 
decades, providing service 
to markets in the United 
States and Central and South 
America. However, the airline 
struggled following passage of 
the 1978 Airline Deregulation 
Act and closed its doors in 
1982.

Recalling his days as a line 
pilot, Rogers commented, 
“I went to work flying the 
DC-3, like everybody did in 
those days, and retired on 
the ‘Stretch 8,’ flying to South 
America. Let me tell you 
about the McDonnell Douglas 
DC-8. I think it was the 
longest airplane in the world 

at the time. It carried a lot of 
fuel, and our longest sched-
uled flight was 10 hours and 
40 minutes from New York to 
Buenos Aires,” which Rogers 
says he flew many times.

Of his time spent as an 
airline pilot, Rogers said, “I 
enjoyed my flying career 
immensely, and I enjoyed 
wearing my ALPA pin, too.” 

The Braniff pilot also flew 
for the U.S. Army Air Corps 
during World War II and the 
Korean War. During the latter, 
he was stationed at Carswell 
Air Force Base in Fort Worth, 

Earlier this year, Rogers  
par ticipated in an event in 
Landover, Md. During a three-
day period, he set six new 
world records for his  
age group.
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Tex., flying the Convair 
B-36 “Peacemaker.” Rogers 
divulged that his crew had 
orders for a certain foreign 
capital target if the cold war 
ever turned hot.

Taking age in stride
Rogers attributes his suc-
cess to his training. He lifts 
weights and runs 10 to 12 
miles a week at the Cooper 
Aerobic Center in Dallas, Tex. 
“At my age, there is no one to 
look to for guidance or help. 
There is no coaching available 
to a 95-year-old. So I had to 
devise my own interval train-
ing schedule,” he said.

Rogers also maintains an 
open mind and is willing to try 
new things. He went skydiv-
ing for the first time at age 
91 and two years later tried 
hang gliding near Kitty Hawk, 
N.C. And earlier this year, 
Rogers revealed the secret to 
his success as a world-record 
holder. He told a Dallas-area 
news reporter, “I don’t care 
how old you are. If you don’t 
have goals, something to look 
forward to, you lose interest 
in life.” 

Clearly, this former Braniff 
captain is setting and meeting 
his goals, and to him we offer 
our congratulations. 
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