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legislativeUpdate

u.s. senate subcommittee 
Approves FFDo Funding 
On July 16, the U.S. Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Homeland Security approved a budget of $46.4 billion. 
Despite the administration’s calls for the airline industry to 
pay for the cost of the Federal Flight Deck Officer (FFDO) 
program, the Senate’s FY 2014 Homeland Security budget 
allocates $25 million for the program. Sens. Dan Coats 
(R-Ind.) and Mary Landrieu (D-La.) were key supporters of 
the FFDO program to help ensure its funding. This brings 
FFDO funding one step closer to reality. Now both the 
House and Senate must reconcile their individual bills.

n AlPA supports 
bipartisan Congressional 
effort to Keep Aviation 
out of u.s.-eu trade talks
ALPA expressed its sup-
port for a letter sent to 
the United States Trade 
Representative from 
160 bipartisan members 
of Congress, conveying 
their strong opposition 
to including air transport 
traffic rights in the current 
Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) negotiations with the 
European Union. 

The letter, dated July 8, 
coincided with the begin-
ning of the latest TTIP talks 
and emphasized that nego-
tiating air transport services 
has complex implications. 
Accordingly, any discussion 
of airline issues such as 
foreign ownership or cabo-
tage rules should continue 
to be handled by the U.S. 
State and Transportation 
Departments. In the letter, 
the members of Congress 
emphasized, “These two 
agencies are well equipped 
to do this and possess the 
necessary expertise to 
negotiate on behalf of the 

commercial aviation industry 
and its employees. 

“Any request to add air traf-
fic rights to the TTIP negotia-
tions is an attempt by the EU 
to circumvent the established 
process for negotiating an air 
services agreement because 
they are not satisfied with the 
current U.S.–EU air transport 
agreement,” the letter noted. 

In addition to the potential 
effect on the U.S. airline 
industry and American workers, 
the negotiation of airline trade 
issues must take into  
consideration the U.S. mili- 
tary’s dependence on Ameri-
can airlines as part of the Civil 
Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF). 

Capt. Lee Moak, ALPA’s 
president, pointed out that 
“dozens of U.S.-based airlines 
participate in CRAF and are 
responsible for the airlift 
of our troops for overseas 
deployments in critical 
situations. This partnership 
depends upon the availability 
of domestic airline aircraft, 
which could be jeopardized 
if the negotiation of air 
traffic rights isn’t carefully 
deliberated. 

“We applaud the 160 
Republican and Democratic 

members of Congress for 
anticipating the complica-
tions of including commercial 
air traffic arrangements in 
the TTIP negotiations,” Moak 
said. “We hope that these 
trade talks generate positive 
results for all parties involved, 
but remain adamant that the 
bargaining of commercial air 
travel must be left to those 
who best understand the 
far-reaching implications of 
such decisions.” 

n AlPA Congratulates 
transportation secretary 
Anthony Foxx on 
Confirmation
“We congratulate Secretary 
Foxx on his confirmed ap-
pointment to the Department 
of Trans portation and are 
committed to working with 
him to level the playing field 
for U.S. airlines to compete 
effectively and succeed in the 
global arena,” said Capt. Lee 
Moak, ALPA’s president, in 
late June.

“Safety and security are 

paramount to ensuring the 
future of our nation’s airline 
industry. We must also look 
toward investing in the 
industry’s infrastructure so 
that the airline industry may 

continue 
to thrive. 
Currently, 
we’re at 
a critical 
juncture, 
facing 
unprec-

edented threats from 
state-owned foreign airlines 
competing on an unequal 
playing field and gaining 
inroads to our nation’s 
passengers and routes at the 
expense of U.S. carriers and 
U.S. jobs. We also face an 
increasingly unreasonable 
financial burden of taxes 
and fees compared to other 
industries. Addressing these 
and other challenges will 
take strong leadership and 
all invested parties working 
together toward common 
goals.” l

Call to Action:  
support H.r. 1775, the saracini 
Aviation safety Act of 2013
In 2001, Congress mandated the installation of reinforced cockpit 
doors on most airliners as the first step toward preventing another 
9/11-style breach of the cockpit. Airlines are required to use proce-
dures to protect the cockpit when the reinforced door is opened dur-
ing flight for pilots’ meals, lavatory use, and other reasons. To provide 
better security, secondary barriers were developed to block access to 
the cockpit whenever the cockpit door is open during flight. 

In 2003, the airline industry began to voluntarily install second-
ary barriers, but commitment to deploying these devices has since 
waned. H.R. 1775, the Saracini Aviation Safety Act of 2013, is a 
bipartisan bill that fulfills the intent of Congress from more than a 
decade ago to make cockpits more secure.

ALPA is asking all pilots to tell their representatives to cosponsor 
this bill today. Go to www.alpa.org/issues to take action. l
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